Top 10 Revealed In CBC Radio 3’s Search For Canada’s Best Live Music Club!

Competition Enters The Home Stretch – Last Round Of Voting On Now!
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 – CBC Radio 3’s search for Canada’s Best Live Music Club has just entered its final stretch with the announcement of the Top 10 venues in its Searchlight competition.
In alphabetical order, they are:
Aeolian Hall, London ON
Amigo’s Cantina, Saskatoon SK
Baba’s Lounge, Charlottetown PEI
Call The Office, London ON
The Capital Bar, Fredericton NB
George’s Fabulous Roadhouse, Sackville NB

The Grad Club, Kingston ON
Phog Lounge, Windsor ON
Starlight Social Club, Waterloo ON
Zaphod Beeblebrox, Ottawa ON
The winner will be decided entirely by voters, and the polls have just opened at www.cbcradio3.com. Voting will continue until next Tuesday, February 24 at 3 p.m. PT/7 p.m. ET. People are allowed to vote once per day. (Direct link is http://radio3.cbc.ca/polls/?pollId=35)
The winner will be announced live at www.cbcradio3.com on Wednesday, February 25 at 12 p.m. PT/3 p.m. ET.

The list began three weeks ago with over 100 nominees, then was cut to 50, then 20, and now 10. Legendary venues such as the Horseshoe Tavern in Toronto and the Commodore Ballroom in Vancouver were knocked out earlier in the race, but the smaller clubs that have survived the voting are some of the best-loved in the country. 

“It’s been so exciting,” says CBC Radio 3 host Grant Lawrence, who made the announcement a short while ago on www.cbcradio3.com. “We have collected thousands of votes, and I think that speaks to the love that Canadians have for live music, and that so many of these deserving clubs serve their communities so well.”

In addition to serious bragging rights, the top club will win a live concert presented by CBC Radio 3, a Sirius satellite radio with subscription, CBC Radio 3 clothes for the owners and staff (coveted R3 scarves included) and a winning plaque and trophy.

The semi-finalists have been working hard to drum up votes by starting up Facebook and MySpace pages, sending out emails, and getting coverage from their local newspapers. 
“It’s an awesome side effect that, whether or not they make it to the number one spot, these clubs have received a lot more attention for what they do night in, night out, year after year, which is hosting live music. Sometimes that can be a thankless task,” says Lawrence. “I congratulate every club on the list for making the Top 10!”
CBC Radio 3’s inaugural Searchlight competition was held last spring, and looked for The Best Record Store in Canada.  Underdog Meow Records in Prince George took the top prize, and won an in-store CBC Radio 3 broadcast, with live music by singer-songwriter Chad VanGaalen. 
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