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Bridge Street

Historical

Sackville

This self-guided tour highlights many of our historic buildings and properties.
The map guides you through Sackville’s downtown. ﬂ

Postcards from Sackville y

i

The Building Blocks

Founded as the Township of Sackville—1762
Incorporated—February, 1903

Named after Lord George Sackville (1716-85),
the former commander of the British forces.

Founding Groups
Mi’kmaq, Acadians, New England Planters,
Yorkshire Settlers, Loyalists.

Factors in Early Development
Location

e Only 7 km from the present Nova Scotia border
and 5 km from Fort Beauséjour.

e At the southwest end of the Chignecto Isthmus,
a narrow body of land between the Bay of Fundy
and the Northumberland Strait.

= Near the great Tantramar Marsh, on the banks
of the Tantramar River that flows to the tidal salt
waters of the Cumberland Basin and into the
Bay of Fundy.

Transportation

= The first route through is believed to be the ancient
trading portage of the First Nations peoples follow-
ing the water ways over to the St. John River and
up towards the St. Lawrence River.

e The earliest “post road” came across the marsh,
following the route of the High Marsh Road.

= The first of several bridges across the lower
Tantramar River was built in 1840, establishing
Bridge Street as the main road leading to the centre
of the town of Sackville as we know it today.
Although these bridges have long since vanished,
the road is still called “Bridge Street”.

Until 1962, the interprovincial highway ran directly
through downtown Sackville.

In 1869, a special route of the InterColonial
Railway ran from Moncton through Dorchester to
Sackville. The NB-PEI Railway provided an early
shipping and transportation line.

In the mid to late 1800's, three large shipyards on
the Tantramar River were building sailing ships that
carried cargo and passengers to Saint John,
Halifax, the eastern United States and beyond.

Commerce

= Agriculture, production of high quality hay,
building stone and leather goods, shipbuilding,
shipping, lumber and the grindstone industry
were the earliest principal commercial activities
in this area.

= By the 1870's two large foundries were established
and became major manufacturers of cooking and
heating stoves and furnaces.

= Establishment of a Wesleyan Academy for boys
opened in 1843, the first of several institutions
which eventually became Mount Allison University,
has been key to Sackville’s economic development
and quality of life.



